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The story behind the trail:

The Huu-ay-aht, Ditidaht and Pacheedaht First Nations
have always lived along Vancouver Island's west coast.
These nations used trails and paddling routes for trade
and travel long before foreign sailing ships reached this
region over 200
years ago. Over the
century following
contact sailors
brought the
beginning of a
changing world to
the First Nations.
Trade increased, and
many sailing ships met a tragic fate navigating in these
unfamiliar and hazardous waters. Sailors soon referred
to this coastline as the “Graveyard of the Pacific”.

Between 1888 and 1890 the government erected a
telegraph line along the coastline. The line was an attempt
to establish communications between the west coast
villages, the newly established Cape Beale and Carmanah
lighthouses, and larger communities in hopes of saving

However, after the wreck
of the Valencia in 1906,
with the loss of 133 lives,
the public demanded
the government do

more to help mariners
along this coastline.

In response the
government built
Pachena Lighthouse,
established lifesaving e
stations and improved SN,

the telegraph route to become a life saving trail for
shipwreck victims and their rescuers. With improvements
to technology the frequency of shipwrecks decreased and
the life saving trail was gradually abandoned. In 1973 the
trail became part of the newly established Pacific Rim
National Park Reserve. Today, hiking the West Coast Trall
is about exploring Vancouver Island’s temperate rainforest
and wild coastline, experiencing a fabled land recounted
in traditional histories, walking in the steps of shipwreck
victims, and appreciating the beauty of territories that First
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Pacific Rim National Park Reserve
of Canada

West Coast Trail Unit

The West Coast Trail (WCT) is one of three units of Pacific
Rim National Park Reserve (PRNPR), administered by Parks
Canada. Pacific Rim protects and presents the coastal
temperate rainforest, near shore waters and cultural heritage
of Vancouver Island’s west coast as part of Canada’s
national park system.

WEST COAST TRAIL POLICY AND PROCEDURES
The WCT is open from May 1 to September 30.

The trail is closed October 1 to April 30 due to frequent
and prolonged periods of heavy rain, strong winds, high
tides, large waves and short days. The park superintendent
may close the WCT at any time to address public safety,
environmental or operational concerns.

Peak season is July and August — to avoid crowds schedule
your trip during May, June or September.

Entrance and exit points: Pachena Bay, Gordon River
and Nitinat Lake. Entrance or exit at any other point is not
permitted unless an evacuation is required.

Ferry crossings are operated throughout the hiking
season: Gordon River, Nitinat Narrows and Nitinat Lake
(fees apply).

Maximum group size: 10 hikers.

Tide heights quoted on the face of the map are approximate and
assume calm seas; use tide tables for Tofino, B.C. Add one hour
during summer months for Pacific Daylight Saving Time.

photographs courtesy
Parks Canada
2014 edition

(Ho-ata-qooith) \% |
Clorard Creek Hf \
Ducks flying past ‘

%; face of...

mariner lives.

Nations people continue to call home. & ./ Pets and firearms are prohibited on the WCT.

\ Ts adra / - . . .
5‘_?2%1 & ~ All users must obtain a permit prior to accessing

the WCT. (fees apply)

I\
N
N\

OPTIONS FOR OBTAINING A PERMIT

Cuxwwaadja (OFN) V7
(tsux-kwaada)
IR 2 Tsuquadrd Pt.
Water pouring out
at end of beach

"NEREUS"
4070-ton
Greek freighter

Reservations for Gordon River or Pachena Bay access

N i
kaniwa?a (HFN). " (DFN)
 (Tanawa) < 5 Tiadiwa | can be made
Klanawa Biver ‘r‘; Klanawa River
Pieces of blubber || Pieces of biubb ivi Little
/I%: be:sher ) /Zflefhz be;lcjher (DFN)- Cu51ylyt M) 75057a
= £ : ’1 e tsusiiyit (Tsu-si-yat) Lake| |
-~ 0r: Looks like blubber (| == ) Tsusiat Falls Tsusiat Falls Y

on top of water. ) e Waterfall Waterfall

On-line at: reservation@parkscanada.gc.ca

Phone: 1-877-737-3783 Canada and USA
1-519-826-5391 International

Standby: spaces are available every day. Apply at the
WCT Information Centres.
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For essential planning information or to make
a reservation for a school, non-profit group or
commercial operator contact:

‘magnetic north

"MICHIGAN" a wooden Pacific Rim National Park Reserve

2040 A Pacific Rim Hwy
Ucluelet, BC, VOR 3A0

"VALENCIA", 1600 ton,
253 foot iron steamer,
Jan. 1906, out of San
Francisco for Victoria
and Vancouver, out of a
total of 160 passengers
and crew, more than 125
lives were lost.

Phone: 250-726-3500 Fax: 250- 726-3520
Email: pacrim.info@pc.gc.ca
Website: www.pc.gc.ca/pacificrim
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