
Full steam 
ahead to 

adventure!



Explore HMCS Haida

His Majesty’s Canadian Ship Haida, the last 
of 27 Tribal-class destroyers in the world, was 
commissioned in 1943 by the Royal Canadian 
Navy during the Second World War. The ship’s 
career spanned 
twenty years, 
including the 
Second World War, 
the Cold War, and 
the Korean War.   

From 1943 to 
1945, during the 
Second World War, 
HMCS Haida sunk 
or damaged more 
enemy surface tonnage than any other Canadian 
ship to this day. The ship earned battle honours 
for its service in the Arctic, the English Channel, 
the invasion of Normandy, and the Bay of Biscay. 

From 1952 to 1954, HMCS Haida patrolled 
Korean waters during the Korean War and 
afterwards. Awarded a fifth battle honour, HMCS 
Haida  joined the Trainbusters Club, an exclusive 
club of UN ships. To join, a ship had to destroy 
the locomotive and all of the supply wagons of 



an enemy train; HMCS Haida destroyed 2.5 
trains. Following the Korean War, the ship 
joined the RCN’s anti-submarine fleet, where it 
remained until retirement. 

When HMCS Haida was decommissioned in 
1963, the ship was saved from the scrap yard 
by HAIDA Inc. - a group of professionals and 
retired navy officers - and displayed in Toronto. 
In 2003, the ship was acquired by Parks Canada 
and moved to its home in Hamilton, Ontario.

During Your Visit Today

The crew gave up much by serving aboard 
HMCS Haida. Crew members sacrificed the 
comforts of home, did not see friends and family 
for long periods of time, and risked their lives in 
combat. Can you imagine calling HMCS Haida 
your home for weeks at a time? Ask our staff 
and volunteers about the experience of the 
sailors who served aboard the ship. 



Welcome to

Original Commissioning Crew, 1943.



BROW  
Ship board ramp and exit.

TORPEDO TUBES 
The only remaining armament from 1943,  
the four torpedoes would rotate and fire over either 
side of the ship. 

TWIN 4” HIGH ANGLE GUNS  
These anti-aircraft guns could hit targets up to  
15 km away (the distance from here to the  
Hamilton Airport).

PETTY OFFICER’S MESS  
About 20 Petty Officers, who supervised trade 
crews, lived here. It now houses a display of the 
ship’s career.

CHIEFS’ FLATS  
The senior tradesmen quarters.

OPERATIONS ROOM  
The ship’s information centre, which housed  
sonar and radar, navigation, and the wheelhouse 
for steering. Ask staff for access. 

CAPTAIN’S SEA CABIN  
The Captain ate and slept here when at sea.

BRIDGE  
The ship’s command centre — weapons firing, 
navigation, and communication was directed  
from here.

SIGNAL FLAG DECK  
Alphabetical and numerical flags and pennants 
were hoisted to relay messages to other ships  
or shore.

CATWALKS  
An October 1944 addition to make it safer to  
move around the ship.

40MM BOFFINS  
These anti-aircraft guns from 1949 could be  
used to fire at low angle targets in the water.

EMERGENCY STEERING POSITION 
One of four different places to steer the ship, used 
when the wheel house was out of operation.
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Self-guided Tour
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3”50 ANTI-AIRCRAFT AND SURFACE WEAPON 
This radar-controlled automatic gun, installed by 
1951, could fire up to 80 rounds per minute.

SQUID ANTI-SUBMARINE MORTAR  
The ship’s antisubmarine weapon, installed by 
1951. The ship used depth charges previously.

SQUID HANDLING ROOM  
The elevator shaft in the middle of the room lifted 
mortar bombs from the magazine two decks below.

WARDROOM FLATS  
Compare these luxurious living conditions for 
officers to those for lower ranking sailors.

CAPTAIN’S DAY CABIN  
The Captain’s quarters, complete with a private 
bathroom and office.

SICK BAY  
The ship’s hospital or infirmary, overseen by the 
ship’s medical artificer.

ENGINEERING OFFICE AND CABIN,  
KVA AND RADIO 2 
Where the chief engineer worked and slept, the 
ship’s power generator, and a back up radio room.

ENGINE ROOM  
Two steam-powered turbine engines could reach 
speeds of 36.5 knots or 67 km/h.

DAMAGE CONTROL OFFICE  
Permission to open hatches leading to the lower 
decks was granted from here.

MAIN GALLEY  
Three or four cooks worked here to prepare meals 
for over 200 men.

TRANSMITTING STATION  
Here data was fed into the Admiralty Fire Control 
Clock to aim the guns.

MESS DECKS  
The living quarters for the ship’s company, where 
over 200 men would eat, sleep and relax.

RADIO 1  
The main communication centre, where messages 
were decoded and sent to its recipient.
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Face all ladders going up and down

Walk with care as there are  
many obstacles

Decks are slippery when wet

Be mindful of low clearance overhead

SAFETY FIRST

Please follow the arrows and 
numbers to see all of our exhibits 
and displays.



HMCS Haida



Life onboard

HMCS Haida’s crew came from across Canada. 
Men joined for countless reasons: some men, 
like the officers, were career professionals 
assigned to the ship; many volunteered to serve 
their country; others 
enlisted because 
the navy offered 
good opportunities. 
The crew was 
young and eager to 
prove themselves. 
In the Second 
World War, the 
average age of a 
sailor was 21; the 
oldest was in his 40s.

Sailors, supplies and equipment stuffed HMCS 
Haida. The crew numbered between 225 to 245 
men: the captain and 14 other officers, sailors, 
stokers, mechanics, sparkers (radio operators), 
signallers, coders, cooks, stewards, and other 
specialists. The ship operated 24 hours a 
day – sailors had to feed the boilers, receive 
communications, polish brass, cook meals, 
practice drills, and complete countless other 
tasks to keep the ship and crew in top form.  



 

Life onboard was characterized by isolation and 
comradery. The ship could be at sea for days, 
weeks, or months at a time. A sailor might wait 
weeks for a letter or months for leave to visit 
home. Strong bonds were built among the crew, 
living and working together day in and day out.

For the crew, there was always a risk they may 
not make it home. The water and weather 
loomed over life onboard - the pitch of the sea 
could send sailors flying, causing injury.  
Combat could come at any moment, lasting 
hours. HMCS Haida lost two men in total during 
the ship’s naval career, when a gun exploded. 



If you enjoyed your experience today,  
here are some other nearby Parks Canada 

administered sites.

Également disponible en français.

© His Majesty the King in Right of Canada, represented by the  
President and Chief Executive Officer of Parks Canada, 2023.

parks.canada.ca/haida

facebook.com/HaidaNHS

Fort George
Enter a fascinating doorway 
into Canada’s past!

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON

parks.canada.ca/fortgeorge

Woodside
Embrace the Victorian era!

Kitchener, ON

parks.canada.ca/woodside

Point Pelee
Discover Canada’s 
southernmost sanctuary!

Leamington, ON

parks.canada.ca/pelee

Fort Malden
Come see why history is fun!

Amherstburg, ON

parks.canada.ca/malden


