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Executive summary

The purpose of this human dimension (HD) researadyss to identify and document
using a quantitative approach the key beliefsiuaktis, behavioral intention and actual
behavior of a representative sample of trapperstvapnear the park and in the La

Mauricie region toward wolves and wolf managemssties.

Basically, the study explores whether attitudesat@hwolves differ across trapper
experience, distance to trap lines, type of pemtigther trappers specifically trap for

wolves, age, type of land and location.

A final part of the study and this report addresgecific aspects of trappers' behavior:
the month they capture wolves, the number of captand where these captures
occurred, the trapping devices and techniques asebthe means of information

trappers use to learn more about wolves.

A total of 312 questionnaires were returned proagiein acceptable response rate of

54% from a mail-out questionnaire that consistedpgfroximately 50 items.

Given the median age of trappers (51 years dl@j interesting that such a large
percentage of trappers (46%) have less than 15 ge@erience suggesting that
participation in the activity may have occurrecetan life than as a child influenced by
an adult. Perhaps even more interesting is thévelalarge percentage (19%) of

trappers who have less than six years of trappipgrence.

Most trappers (71%) use public lands, althoughlpeere third (29%) did indicate
trapping in the ZEC or reserve lands, rather thawo land. For many trappers (47%)
their place of residence is within 50kms of theaptline, however, slightly more than
31% of trappers travel greater than 100kms to @pédie in this recreational activity.

While most trappers (83%) when asked about thetrvaitions for trapping stated that
they enjoyed the challenge and the opportunitgs$t their skills and abilities (78%), a



large percentage (76%) agreed or strongly agresdhby trapped because wolves were

present on their territory.

Wolves are an important part of a trapper’s overalbme for approximately 21% of the

trappers in our study.

Trappers hold positive attitudes toward wolves galheliking the animal, believing that
it is important to have the wolf for future genéwas, and believing in the right of the

wolf to exist. Trappers, however, do not agree thatwolf contributes to tourism.

While 51% of trappers did believe that wolves hawagnificant impact on big game
hunting opportunities, most trappers did not baithat wolves had a significant impact
on wild game available for trapping, small gameilatée for hunting, or on livestock in
the regionln contrast, approximately 74% of trappers diddadithat forestry
exploitation has a significant impact on wolvegetastingly, trappers who had trapped
wolves or who had tried to trap wolves were stiatidlty significantly more likely to
agree that wolves had a significant impact on ligg hunting opportunities than

trappers who did not attempt to trap wolves.

While in general, trapper’s knowledge about woligaeasonably solid. Close to 40% of
trappers believe wolves are extremely successfkilling prey. Such a belief could lead
trappers to perceive much greater impacts of wdlvéise region. Focusing educational
messages on the success ratio of wolf attacks @witg a better understanding of this
predator-prey relationship could be beneficialnbpioving acceptance of the wolf.

In 2001, the eastern wolf was given special cons&atus indicating that thgopulation
should be carefully managed. While most trappels positive attitudes toward wolves
and support having wolves in the region, most teappelieve that the wolf population is
stable or increasing, and thus it is unlikely thigrest group will see the necessity to
practice the required conservation measures thdugrotect the wolf. Hence, there is a

great need to better communicate the issue of ptipalsize to the trappers.

While 39% of trappers believed the wolf populatiothe La Mauricie region was
increasing, only 28% perceived wolf numbers asdasing inside La Mauricie National

Park of Canada within the last three years.



Trapper’s attitudes toward specific managemenbastiike increasing numbers and
whether there are enough wolves seem to be lesetbamongst trappers as large
percentages are both in favor and against thetasats. For example, 42% of trappers
disagreed to some degree with increasing wolvéisaria Mauricie region but 29%
agreed in some way, and 29% were neutral suggesi@ighis group may be swayed in
either direction depending upon communication mgssaesigned and targeted toward
these trappers. When asked the same question neg#ne national park, a larger
percentage of trappers (35%) were neutral and appately one third were in favor and
the other third against.

Attitudes of trappers toward imposing limits on thenber of animals permitted per
trapping season were quite divided. While 49% disag) to some degree with limiting
the number of wolves permitted per trapping seadb? of trappers agreed with limits;
10% of trappers neither agreed nor disagreed. ildveeem for Parks Canada and
wildlife managers interested in engaging trapperthér in decision-making, this topic

could be worthy of some facilitated discussion.

Most trappers agreed that wolf management is inapotb them personally within the La
Mauricie region and a large percentage of trapfmarsr 80%) also wanted to be kept
informed about wolf management issues inside thiema park. Such results should be
encouraging to Parks Canada managers who wismtoae actively working with key

interest groups on important park management issues

The more years of trapping experience held, theertikely the trapper’s attitudes will be

less positive toward wolves or slightly negativevéod wolves.

Trappers under professional, trapper’s aid or #reegal permit do not have any

differences in their attitudes toward wolves andfwanagement issues.

Perhaps the most important variable influencingpeat attitudes toward wolves is their
perception of the status of the wolf populationhbwithin the La Mauricie region and the
national park. If trappers believed that the walpplation was increasing, they tended to
disagree with placing limits on the number of arisrthat could be harvested during the
trapping season. If they held beliefs of a stabldexlining population they supported

limits.



While park brochures have indicated that the wlfulnerable and a species of concern,
population status of wolves remains a topic thabiswidely communicated well and yet
this message is the key to wolf conservationappers believe the wolf population is
stable or increasing they do not support increabaslves and become less positive or
negative to the large carnivore. Knowledge thatabygulation is decreasing directly

affects attitudes and gains public support for wolfiservation.



