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WiLpLIiFE VIEWING

sprng is calving time, Cow elk hide their calves tor
10 davs or more atter hirth. COranege-coloured hison
calves are easy to spot on the kindscape at this tme o
Vear Animak can be more ageresgive during the
calving seasom; extra caution should be aken to give
wildlife plenty of room

Summer 15 the breeding season tor bison. The
“roaring” of the bull bison can be heard day and night,
as bulls challenge each other i the rutling rifual
Upportumifies (o view plang hison, moose, elk and
deer are best at dusk and dawn as animals feed before
beddmg down. Beavers are also busiest at dusk and
dawn,

Autlumn is the breeding season for members of the
deer family. Bk are highly vecal animals; when
alarmied, cows give sharp barks to warn the nest of the
group, The whisthing bugle of mtting bull elk is a
spme-tng ling sound and an experence unto itself ona
frosty anbamm mornimg,.

Winter 15 an exoellent time to watch torelk and moose,
Warl, elusive elk are easier to spot as they spend more
caylight howurs foraging for fisod

Year Round Scenic Wildlife Viewing Drives

There is something new to see with each season. Tune
m ko FM 93.3 for up to date informastion on what is
happening in Elk [sland

1) Yellowhead Highway {Hww 146 isects Blk Island
Mational Park for 10 km. As vou travel on the highway,
walch for wood bison to the south and plains bison Lo
the north

2} Elk Island Parkway 15 the mapor rodadway through
the Park: 20 km north and south, Plains bison, moase,
elk, deor and covotes mav be seen. Bison herds gather
durmg the mit {mid-fuly to mued-Aungust); elk hends are
commonly seen dunng the winter, Take your tme!

3} Tawayik Lake Picnic Area s locabedd 1 km off the
Elk Island Parkway. The shorl drive takes you o a
serene lakeshore picnic ares with on sccessible viewing
platiormy and telescope. Shorebirds and waterfow] are
atnmdant and bisom often graze i the area

WELCOME

Welcome to Elk Island MNational 1ark of Canada, a
hemstifnl, unirlue and historically rich natiomal park. The
Fark protects one of the mast endangered halatats m the
coumitsy, the Southemn Boreal Plains and Plakeas Natural
Region. One of the tew places in North America where
wou can see all of the onginal grazing species coexdsting;
the yuntamed beauty of Elk Island will impress vou for a
lifetime.

A I"lace for Nature

Ik Island i 4 undouie transitional srea thal towers thirty
o sixty melres above the surrounding plains. The "ark’s
reflein the conserivation of rare, threatened dmd
cndangered spocies has cantimued since its creation as
the first wildlife preserve in Canada in 1906

A Mace for Culture and Histury

A aerdogical research has identified miore than two
hmdred Ahor ginal camps ard Skome teil-making sites
withim Bk Island ©wer the vears, this area has been
home to Aborigmal peoples, and German, English and
Ukrainian settlers.

Mational Parks Are Mlaces for People
Canadiams and visitors to Canada come and experimoe
solitude, nature, ouldoor recreation, and history

Places for the Fulure
The national parks of Canada protéct and prosenl
significant examples of our
conmtry ‘s natural and
enltural hentage, in the
prast, Loxday, dmd for
future genera fons.
Elk lslamd Maticmal
Park celebrates its
past, while looking
i the fubome:

Welcome and
ol your
nalional park
exterienie!

Iavelling on the Parkway

He patient and careful a5 mokoristd eay not be familiar
with the ark anc may stop suddenly, Animals may
attermpt to flee from a car by comtimuing to ron alongside
the velucke. If safe to do 8o, pull over or slow down until
the apimal leaves the road

Exhibits and Viewpoints are located at most trailhesds
Some of the most spectacular views can be seen on the
shores of Astotin and Tawayik Lakes, especially of
sunrise and sumset, Whensalte to doso, pull over toemjoy
the wildlife and scenery; use a pull off, a trailhead
parking lot, or watch for signs indicating viewpomts

From Dusk to Dswn

By gockra careful at sunrise, sunset and at night, this s
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may panic when they see your headlights; slow down
umntil you are well past them.

Caution! You Are In Bison Country

If you encounter bison while in vour vehicle

= biscm are tseq o molor vehicles and may ‘appeat’ docile;

* stay mn your vehicle and do not approach bison;

o wilt for the bison to move off the road or drive skowly
arcied the srougp:

® o NOT honk your harm winen you encounter a bison
herd; and

L |1|m-_|,-|1|g the hisom may el bt ‘-'l'="“".'=:"-' tes YOI
Veltiele

*Report tafured oF ageressioe bizon to Parks Camnli staff.

Distances (T kagd fromi...

Highway 16 North Gale
Ly Highway 16 19,5
.4 LIk 1sland Yisitor Cenire 15.7
i.5 Soriath Gt 15.0
4.7 Tawayik Lake/ Ckster Koad 14.5
A7 Shirley | ake/Sirmmons Trailhead 124
il | Hayburger | rarlhead 124

1.7 Bloas Lake Tranllvesd / Paomic Area TH

1410 Aatofin Lake Ares® oy oy

144 Armisk Wache Trailhcad 51

16.3 Beaver Pord Trailhead 1.9

19.5 Mortly Gale L0

2511 Lamoni 55

Fasintm | aks Ares e ibe sl [roumd ko m anw visthor ackivifiss

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Are prets allonoed o Hee tragls?
Yes, pets must be kept on a leash at all times. Please
exereise caltbion while on the trails doe o potentia)

comtlicts with wildlite,

Are bicyeles allowed on the trafs?

Yes, please travel at a ressonable speed and make noise.
Startled animaels mey reoct aseressively, Bloycling 1= not
preermibled] on Amisk Wuche Trail of the Living Waters
Boardw alk bul is recommended on the main I:"'.JTL.':"(..'I'.
and other roadwiys.

Are boats allowed on the fages?

e, non-molorifed boals are allowed on Astotin Lake
and Cwler Lake Yo may sail, canoe and kavak on
Agtotin Lake, and hove up to d canoes or kayaks on Chsher
Lake, Boaters should be prepared to self-rescue

Can you swerid in e lakes?

-'l':-':i._, WOl TV S im Asdoln Lake, Stenpmeer’s ffon s
FII:F_'!'H;'T'.l |.’I.I'I'i.".:.III|.'I'| cavse skin irritabion and itching, Take a
shower (outdoor shower located at Astotin Lake) and
wipe Off with o towel mmmediately after leaving the
WhleT

Wy can't T prick berries or flowwers or feed e animials in
e Park?

PPlant matter Plavs many umportonk miles n nature ind =
g gomrce of food for wildlife Human food canmake
animals sick and inter r.ll‘ll_' witly tl‘-{*'n natural .'||‘li|i1.l,' s
gather fond, Removing, altering or damagmy anything
found in the Park is comsidered poaching and is illegal

Why is Hris mational park named "Cik Tsland'?

When Bl Park was estab lished in 1906, it consisted of a
41 kmn?® area surrounding what was formerly known as
I=land Lake (nowr called Astotin Lake). In 1913, when the
area wias designated o Domimicn Fark, Bl name Elk
[gland Park wag selected bavange of byo J'JII[L[..’IIIL'“:'I:._:
features, the elk and Island Lake

Do 1 liawe to pay to drive Hirouel the Park?

Elk Island i3 bisected by the Yellowhead Highway

(Haey 16 that divides the Park into the main park apsd
Lhe wood ison area. As in the mountain national parks,
there is no fee to travel on a public highwaey for through
travel. Visitors who use parkways such as the EIk Island
Parkway or wish to stop and nige park facilities are
charged a park user fee. A portion of these fess goes
towards maintensnce of scemuc drives

CAMPING

Sandiy Beach {_".'.!mlrrl;ﬁrr.rumr.l'

Main Loop - Walk-in Tenting - BV Sitez ~ Owverflow

® Jocabed in the Astotin Lake Area

= open; May long weekend to Thanksgiving weekend
i weather permitting)

® 5fq e P.H'I-hrr,t"_:

seli-regisiration

& 77 gemi-gorviced
sites; pdvanced
rerervalion and
firsl-come
first=served

= accessible

* notahle water

* cami-stafiomn

# flush todlets, free showers, firepits and pay felephone

Sandy Beach Campground Reservation
1-B77-TAT-3783 (1-877-RESERV ER
WOW WP AT . Ca

Overflow camping is emly available when Main and RBY
loops are full. Mo fires are permitted

Group Camping is by peservation ondy

Call: 7a0-922-53833

= handy Beach is available Mav to September, except on
long weelkends, Minimum 10 people, masdmum &

o Oater Lake 180 hmated dccess site that 18 available year

rovmd ancd can accommod] abe '.'|| ito 75 | ll*\-x'-l:lh'

Winler f.lmping 15 I,'II." rj||||.',-..'-.E e Of r|'=.'|r'e|l.: [T
self-contained vehicles in the boat launch parking lod.

Long-weekend Liguor Ban

at Sandy Beach Camp ground

Elk 1slimnd 18 a place where fomilies con emjoy om
abundance of activifies, recommect swith nature and
pxperience a national park at its best, To encourage this
memorable expertence the Superintendent has banned
Mg [HOSERISI0N ard L-:_~||~_-.=.|_|_1:_FIII-|':-|.= of aleoho] on all §|_1r'.;.';
weskands from May o Seplember. These |i.'|m-r bans are
enforced for the duration of each longe weekend,

BARE Campground Progeam
"eare shore all other iems thal atlracl

wildhife, im o hord=-sided vehicle when not moose

“.".1 G Y

-

BICYCLING
* medin parkway and other rosds
* for your safety, not recommended on tranle

BIRDWATCHING

& 353 of Alberta's 370 gpecies have been sighled

* located on several flight paths, habitats and at the
meeting point of several natural regions, all creating o
paradise [or birds and birders alike

BOAT LAUNCH

* canow, kayak and sail boat
lavmch

* picriic shelter, washrooms and
parking

BOATING

» canoes; kavioks and saifboats
o Astofim Linke

» canoes and Kavaks oo Cksler
Lake; eslf-renrue

= mobori#ed boats afe nol
permiltied

& hojl renilalas are ol
dvailalile

CAMI'ING

« Sanddy Beach Campground

» Oster Lake Campgroumnd, by
reservation anly

* ErOWp Cammping

FAMILY FUN
« Soccer field, horseshos pits and
plavground located in the Astotin Lake Area

GOLF COURSE
« mine-hole golf conrse located in
the Astobin Lake A
& pquipment and cart rentals avmlabke from pro shop
» golf fees do not inchide park user fees
* licemsed chibhouse with meal service; open to the pubhc

PICNICKING

* picnic tables; e boxes and firewood provided

= ocated throughoul Lhe Astolin Like Area

= gocessible piomic sites al Tawayik Lake and boat laumch
* Begver Bay picnic aréa {not accessible)

BEAVER HILLS
DARK SKY PRESERVE

Beaver Hills D
ignated through a partn
rism Farks, B

d the Parks Canada Agency. Elk 18land is th

sile in the Parks Canada family to be desienated as a
Dark Skey | Yresapvie

Fhe BHDS! encompasses all of Elk [sland National

.|3I|

- ==l ! 4 I = " =
Recrealion Area or a bols e rea of 293 kan?
Within it are a wide mange of habitats and numerous

wildlife spe

The Beaver Hills DSE il poe

tor present and future generabions and encourage
publi 1 0f the cultural
heritigs of the |'|i:;'|-|'|‘|. ghow Kb will abse

artifivial light glave, increasing the visibility of the
bt sk, Lo benefit all e on Bactly

Colehrate dhwt sk shy o Libodie Thay long wnekesed I the

PROGRAMS - INTERFRETIVE

* envircrmental education programs for sdents

* pvenime theatre, guest speaker series, wildlife-watching
and junior naturalist programs

SHOWERS

* free hot showers at Sandy Beach Compground;
campers only

* cold outdoor shawer al the beach at Astotin Lake

SWIMMING

& i Astabin Lake

® risk of contracting St s lich;
showir off immediately

TRAILS - ACCESSIPLE

» Shoreline Trail is wheelchair
accessible

® an all-terram wheelchain mamoally
operated by & compatdon, is
available on loan, at no charge,
during the summomer season

TRAILS - HIKING

* trail maps are dvailable o the Cates,
Warden Office, Visitor Information
Centre, Campgronnd, or on om
wehsite

* ["lease keep pets on a leash al all
limes

WASHROOMS

& flusly todlets in Astotin Lake Area,
Astotm Theatre and Visstor
Information Centre

e pumpout toilets at the boat lounch
parking lot and maost troalheads

WEATHEE AND TRAIL SAFETY

* he prepared for raprid changes in the weather

* {ake along a trail map

# travel with others and keep vour group together

* stay on the trail; retrace your steps if unsure of vour
redite of i you encosnter threatening wildlife

* cell phone reception is urmeliahle

WILDLIFE VIEWING
® |yiloe 4 trail
# sfav pwhile!

Natienal park user fees support the mamtenance of
sceic drives, trails, plonic - )
amsas, lnformatlon # . -—-\__,..-‘""

services and inferpretive
I"ark fees are an inveshment

in the mitnre, so that generations to come will also
emoy all that our national parks and historic sites have
te offer. Parks Canada offers you quatity services and
exiellent vahie.

Day Pass

Valid from the date of issne until 4 pou. the following
day, in any nationa] park. Children under 6 enter free.
For longer stays vou cam use vour day passes as a
credit to upgrade to an anmaal pass: Ask Parks

L anada staft for more mformation.

To Purchase Your Park Pass

Refore e avrite

= call us at T8I-992-2950 or toll free at 1-800-7458-PARK

» e-mail; el kasland@ipoge.ca

* national pork passes ace available ot the Stratheona
County Taxabion CHfice, Sherwood Park

Al the Park Gates, Visifor Tiforsgtion Confre or Wardes

Offtee :

*» major credit cands, Debit, Travedlers Chiegques or cash

* day passes are avatlable 24-hours a day from the
Automated Pass Machines by Visa, MasterCard,

Early Bird discounts are available for Bl Island

National P'ark Annual Passes from Dec 1 to March 31

Velricles must displuy a walil park pass at all times.

Your Fees
At Work

1"otable water i the Astotts Lake Armea and
at the Yisitor Information Cenle

I an effork B Flr-:':r-.-'u.‘h_- Datter semaced Sor park visRoTS,
resurfacing of the main Parkway and five new puli-
off areas will allow for better wildhfe viewing and
will enhance public 5

WINTER

BIRD'WATCHING

* year round regidents fock in-winter

» chickadees, woodpeckers, muthatches, blnejavs,
magpies and grouse

CAMPING i'ml_im_ M5 X
s free winler camping al the boat launch . I_I_ﬁ 1 hokels ab Astotm Theatre and W8t bor Inforrmation
Lenlie

» (sler Lake group camping, by reservalion only; moisd
hike o sbi in

FICWICKING

# ook slhwllers locabed in Astobin Lake Area, Tawavik
Lake

® pavilion cook shelter near shores of Astotin Lake

* pricric tables, fire beoes and firewood provided

FROGRAMS - INTERFRETIVE
» envirgnnental education programs for students
= cutreach education, Parks Canada iy the classroom

PULL OFFS
= lacabed on main parkway, for safe viewing of wildlife
and scenery

TRAILS - CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

= tratl maps are available at the Gates, Visitor Information
Centre, Warden Office, or o our website

* gome fTails ame groomed

REGULATIONS

KEEP THE WILD IN WILDLIFE

To preséerve Cimada’s natural ind cultoral lentage jor
future generations, visitors to Elk Island National Park
must comply with national park regulatons Park Wardens
work fn co-operation with other comservation a gencies (o
deter poaching, conserve wildlife, protect natural
resonrces, and o ensure your sately.

The PMark offers wonderful opportunities to ohserve wild
animals in their natural surroundings. Wildlife should be
treated with respect and great coution.

Keep 100 metres (300 feet) away from large mammals
Wild animals are unpredictable and potentially dangerous,
ever approach nesting colonies, dens, lairs, beaver
lodges, dams or on smimal with voung.

o not touch ar feed wildlife. Your body odour or
chemmicals on your skin can harm wildlife. Human food
may be ditticull for the animals (o digest and may
ctndition them to being fid, resulting in the loss of their
ability to fend for themselves,

Minimize wildlife harassment, Calling or entiang an
animal puts you and the animal at risk. Blk bugling, game
calling and covote howling are considered wildlife
harassiment ancd are prolibited.

Keep pets on a leash, For your safety, pets must be kept on
a leash at all times, Droppings must also be removed

Foaching includes killing wildlife, collection of wildlite
parts such as skulls, herns and antlers, removal of eggs and

picking of flowers, plants, berries, and mushrooms.
Poaching s strictly prohibted

Stay on existing roads, irails and pathways to avoid
trampling the vegetation, Off-road vehickes are prohibited,

Calhering firewood and kindling is prohibited.
IF wond it mess gny of the ghome getivities, regpire more

irtfiremnition e Sodfdfife safety or fo report g gressine widlifie,
please contact Parks Canada staff

TRAILS - SNOWSHOEING

o recommenided on Lakevissy Trail, Amisk Wioche Teail amd
At Lake

# pleyss do ot walk on groomed trails

» primrp-oul Lollets af the boat launch parkimag (o2 and mos
trailheads

WEATHER AND TRAIL SAFETY
# Check local weather forecast before heading out om frails
® oring along extra clothirng o protect voorsalf from the

BeTEN b
® lrees in lavers: adjust to pravent overteatitg or overcnoling
& iy water anad food
* tell somenne whene youare going ard when vou will be back
* pewiare of i ice

WILDLIFE YIEWING
®» srraller manrskis AUCH 48 porcupine, snowshos hane and

weasels enjoy the warmin of the winler sun
» gxcellent photography opportunities
* keep o aafe distance and study animal tmcks

PARK DIRECTORY (Area Code 780)

*some facilities dre eperited on d setsondl bisls

EMIERGENCY:

RCMP/FIREAMBULANCE 911
Warden 24-hour Dispatch Line 2-0359
General Information b2-2950

Environmental Eduocation Programs
Loifice hovrs)

Visitor Information Cenlre

992-295
YI2-5790

Elk Iskand Golf Couwrse E-3161
Campgrounds

Sandy Beach FI2-HNT
Crpup Camping Reserviations LI T-RETY

Campground Reservation Service
W W pLOAmping. o | -B77-737-3783

{1-877-RESERVE}

Parks Canada Wildlife Waleh 1-BRE-927-3357

Albera Environmenl

Report-A-"oacher F-H00-642-3500

F¥rile i

superintendent

Elk Island MNatienal "ark of Coanada
&1, Site d

Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta TEL 2ZN7
Farx: 992-2951

E-mail: elk.island@pe.ge ca
www.pegcca elkisland

Jobs & Parks Canada

I"arks Canada is always hiring.
Visit www poge.cl/agen/empl/ tolesm aboul the
types of work Farks Canada staf? do, the staffing
process and information for students and others

@ Hoer Miyesry e Qucen in Rghrol Carman
Cafmngpe M0 FEF-EN1G00TE
GEN AT730mEl 474008



