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Leads you into the DARK!

Canada

What are.
Dark Shky Preserves‘?

Thny are established tﬂ- reduce
artificial light glare, increase the
visibility of the mght sky, and tu
. benefit all life on Earth

- They prnmntu the protection of

nocturnal habitat for present and |
future generations

They encourage public enjoyment

_and awareness of the cultural

heritage of the night sky’

Three of the swlen Darid: Sky
- Preserves in Canada are fuung:l
- wi‘lhin Canada’s'MNational Farj:s'

.- 9Elk Island Hatmnal Park (Beaver :
Hills Dark Ell;:.r Freserve}

'lFurt Walsh National Hls'lun: Sll:n
{G_]{press Hills Dark Sky Pre;ewe}

. -#Point Pelee National Park and
-Dark Sky Preserve

Beawver Hills Dark Sky Preserve and
Edmonton™s Might Dorkness Levels
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MIGHT DARKMESS LEVELS

EXTREMELY LOW VERY DARK

What is

':the Beaver Hills Dark."

Sky Preserve?

It was develnped as a
partnnrshlp betwean the Royal
-Astronomical Society of Canada

- Edmonton Centre, Alberta

" Tourism, Parks, Recreation and

Culture and the Parks Canada
Agency and officially designated
on September 3, 2006 :

It is a 300 km square region east’

~ of the City of Edmonton,

dedicated to malntalnlng the

1 darh sky

& s

This preserve encompasses Elk
Island National Park and the
Cooking Lake-Blackfoot

" Provincial Recreation Area

| ‘What does .

"Elk Island Hatmnal

Park cnmmrt to dﬁ
for this des:gnatmn?

lErmure Ilghting pra:tii:es are a

. ‘balance between our-needs, safety,

efficiency and light pnlluti‘on

: reduction -

eThe ‘majority of park lighting is' '
directed downwards or is
sﬂnsnr-trlggirad and only at:tnrala:l
when needed

®The p'arlrt is replal.-:lng Ineﬁl:léﬁt
light fixtures to save energy. .
Inefficient fixtures may cost less to

‘purchase and install, but end up’

costing much more m 'I:he lifetime
nf the fixture v -

i’ﬂith a qut:ifir.‘ purpose donation .
from Dow Chemical Canada Inc.,
Elk Island National Park provides
telescopes, educational programs,
and interpretive media to educate
-thE-l:luhl_il'.' and help maintain its

-Dark Sky designation

Enj.ny the night sky and jnin
us in.our dark sky

. anm\rersary celebrations on

‘Labour Day long- weel:eq;i‘
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Whatis .~ - ' ElklIsland'National Park =~ . *‘What can you do?

scotobiology? 5 expands_ the scope of protect:on " All of us have a responsibility in
- ' . S5 - _ by ’nc’ud’ng . - maintaining the night sky through
3 - _ . ; . ' - energy conservation and . )
The study Of the : _ s ' the dark Sky . : "« responsible lighting practices. Up
effects of darkness on . . I - e to half of the Ilght;ve produce is
- ' . T . ; never actually used because it is,
b|°|°gy misdirected where'it is not

(Scotos or skotos
is the Greek word for dark)

Many species can have thelr
mating: patterns, migration, and
many other crucial behaviours
disrupted by light pollution, which
may lead to death . :

heeded. It is often not a matter of
'more light, but better light. Better
" designed lighting can incorporate
modern, high performance optics
that aim light in a defined pattern
to reduce glare and light

pollution. R "
Night-sky-friendly lighting allows
us all to meet the basic needs of
lighting (safety, security, visibility,
comfort) while having very little
negative impact. Résponsible
lighting practices can help
decrease light pollution and not
only benefit organisms that
depend upon-darkness but also
allow for better night sky viewing. -

Animals’ dependency on darkness
‘to avoid being seen by predators or
being detected by prey is

- compromised in artificially ralsed
night light levels

Plants may mistake light
polluted nights as ‘longer’ days,
which may compromise

' development; flowering and the .
crucial onset of dormancy

For more information:
www.pc.gc.calelkisland
780-992-2950 -
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