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Lieu historique national du Canada du Canal-de-Lachine

Lachine Canal National Historic Site of Canada

	
	
	


RE : Preparation for your visit

Teachers, 
We are pleased to confirm your group’s visit to the Lachine Canal National Historic Site of Canada.

Please note that the following entrance fees will be charged during your visit :

2,95$
per student or accompanying adults (2 accompanying adults per group enter free of charge).

Payment must be made when you arrive at the site, either in cash or by cheque payable to 

the RECEIVER GENERAL FOR CANADA. Please note that it is also possible for us to send an invoice to your school. Simply state your preference upon arrival. 
Our team of interpretive guides strives to offer services of the highest quality and has thus suggested certain activities that may be done in class before your visit. These activities are adapted to the level of your class and will help your students familiarize themselves with the themes and specific vocabulary related to canalization. The time your students spend at our site will therefore be all the more educational and entertaining.

We request that your students come prepared with:


- good walking shoes;


- a wind-breaker.

We request that you:


- ready your students by going over the preparatory activities in class;


- divide your group into two sub-groups, if your group is larger than 35 students;

 
- provide discipline within your group, if need be.

We remind you that it is possible to picnic at our site as outside installations are available (picnic tables, garbage bins, drinking fountains, etc), however no interior space is available for lunch. We also have a souvenir shop that will be open to students before and after their visit, although there will be no sales during the tour. Finally, we remind you that a late arrival may result in changes to the program. 

We look forward to welcoming you and your students to our site!

Lachine Lock Interpretation Team

1255, St-Joseph Boulevard

Lachine, Québec, H8S 2M2

Tel: 514-637-7433

Fax: 514-637-5325

E-mail: lachine.cfl@pc.gc.ca
Web site: www.pc.gc.ca/fourrure
Preparatory Activities- Lachine Canal

Goal: At the end of this exercise, students should be able to recognize the different terms related to canals and to the Lachine Canal in particular. They will be more familiar with the themes and vocabulary related to canalization that will be covered during the outing at the Lachine Canal National Historic Site of Canada.

Preparation: Photocopy and distribute an edition of the Lockkeeper’s News for each pupil (please see the following document).

Getting started:

1. Provide the definitions of the following words to the students. Mention that these words are identified with an asterisk throughout the newspaper:

- Canal: Artificial waterway usually used for navigation.

- Lock: Gate system used to withhold or release water in order to control the water level. For boats, a lock works like an elevator. 

- Lockkeeper: A person who operates the locks.

- Rapids: An obstacle for navigation on a waterway. Rapids are created by a difference in level. 

- Difference in level: Difference in the height of land at two points causing a slope.

-  Factory: A large building in which workers produce things.

- Worker: A person who works in a factory.

2. Each student will read the four pages of the Lockkeeper’s News and complete the suggested activities. Please inform the students that the words in capital letters are terms that will be mentioned during their visit at our site.

3. Upon completion of the activities, initiate a class discussion all while answering the different questions in the newspaper. For example, in the Business section the question could be: why was a canal built?
Correction key:
Page 1:

Laval, Montréal, île Bizard

Page 2 :

Answers to the associations : 1.C
2.D
3.E
4.A
5.B

Page 3:

Durham Boat

Steamship

Canaller

Page 4: 

Answers to the associations: 
1.C
2.A
3.B

1. Factory  2. Lachine

LOCKKEEPER’S NEWS
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 S.S. Westoil in Lock No.1, Montreal Harbour, 1924 / National Archives of Canada
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 Letter from the editor
[image: image9.png](anada



Hello! My name is Johnny Gates and I am a lockkeeper. My job is to operate the LOCKS* in a CANAL*. By reading my newspaper, you will learn all about the Lachine Canal: its history, its geography, its technology, its economy and more! Read it with your classmates and you will see! You will even find a few games. Have fun!

Johnny Gates

Lockkeeper. [image: image10.png]
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Business



Why was a canal* built?
The Lachine Canal* was built to bypass the Lachine RAPIDS*, which are an obstacle to navigation. They are located in the St-Lawrence River, south of the island of Montréal. Before the Lachine Canal was built, birch-bark canoes were used to travel by water. When there were rapids* or waterfalls, a portage was done. During a portage, men would carry the bales of goods that were in the canoe on their backs along the river. 

At the beginning of the 19th century, wood and wheat began to be transported in Montréal. This cargo was very heavy and could not be carried by canoe and portaged; it had to be transported in sailboats. In 1821, a canal was dug to bypass the Lachine Rapids*. Sailboats carrying great loads of wood and wheat passed through the canal as of 1825.

There is a map of the island of Montréal and its surroundings right above. Identify the islands on the map. Colour the Lachine Canal* in blue and then draw in your school. Is your school near the Lachine Canal*? 
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Geography
   Why are there rapids*?
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Rapids* are caused by a DIFFERENCE IN LEVEL* in the riverbed. A difference in level* is a difference in the height of land between two points, causing a slope. Between Lachine and Montréal, there is a 14-metre difference in level; in this case, Lachine is higher than Montréal. This is why there are rapids* in the St-Lawrence River. Rapids are not like a waterfall. A waterfall is produced when a cliff appears in a riverbed; the water falls down the cliff. In rapids*, the water flows down the slope rapidly, without ever falling.  
( Return to the map on the last page and locate the Lachine Rapids*. Draw a circle around them.

Next, draw a line connecting each word to the image it represents:
1. Waterfall
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2. River 

3. Rapids

4. La[image: image15.png]
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5. Ocean
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Technology
    What is a lock?
You have seen that there is a difference in level* between Lachine and Montréal. This creates the rapids* in the St-Lawrence River. The Lachine Canal* will therefore be built to allow boats to bypass this obstacle. But boats still have to go up and down the difference in level (14 metres). How will the boats do this? By going through a LOCK* system. Canals are built in the shape of stairs to allow boats to go up and down the slope. Just as you use the stairs to go from one floor to another in a building, the boats will use the canal* to go up the slope. At each step, there will be a lock*. A lock is like an elevator for boats. It allows the boats to pass from one level to another. 

During your visit at the Lachine Canal*, you will learn how a lock* works. Guess who operates the locks? That’s right, it’s me! The lockkeeper*!
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Transportation
What kinds of boats go through the Lachine Canal*?
As you saw on page 1, small sailboats were the first boats to go through the Lachine Canal* when it opened in 1825. These sailboats, called Durham boats, were used to transport supplies like wood and wheat. 
Draw a sailboat filled with wood. -------------------(
Afterwards, around 1848, the canal* was widened to allow bigger boats, like steamships, to go through. These boats were called Steamers.

Draw a steamship filled with sacks of wheat. 
(----------------
But this was not enough! We were happy to transport greater loads of wood and wheat through the canal*, but we wanted to carry even more. In 1885, we widened the canal* once again to allow even bigger motorboats, like Canallers, to go through. 

Draw a motorboat filled with wood and wheat. 
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     --------------------(
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Energy


What kind of energy was used at the end of the 19th century and at the beginning of the 20th century?
Factories* were built along the Lachine Canal*. The energy that was used to make them work came from water. This energy was called HYDRAULIC ENERGY. Compare the two diagrams below. The first diagram shows how you move forward on your bicycle. The foot pushes on the pedal, which is connected to a cogwheel, which is connected to another cogwheel by a chain. Look at the cogwheel near the pedal: it is making the back wheel turn. That is how you move forward on your bicycle! The same kind of movement creates hydraulic energy. In the second diagram, the big wheel at the left is a paddle wheel that is turned not by your feet, but by the force of water (as in a water-mill). The paddle wheel is connected to other cogwheels and pulleys. These are connected to machines, which will now be able to work. This is how the force of water, the paddle wheel and the cogwheels make machines work. The machines, activated by the force of water, will make simple and repetitive movements; for example, there will be saws that will cut wood, millstones to crush wheat and sewing machines that will sew clothes.     

	Diagram 1
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	Diagram 2
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Economy

What can we find on the banks of the Lachine Canal*?
The canal* was useful to the factories for another reason: merchandise that the factories needed could be transported by boat in the canal*. All kinds of goods were produced in these factories*. The people who worked in the factories were called workers*. Here is a game that will allow you to recognize the different kinds of factories: read the description of the three different factories below. Then, draw an arrow between the name of the factory and its corresponding image.
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a) Textile factory: building in which we make clothes and other articles made with cloth. Since electricity does not yet exist, the building has many windows to provide light inside.



2
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b) Machine shop: a simple building in which we make metal objects, like nails.
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c) Flour-mill: a building in which we crush wheat to make flour. The wheat is stored in big silos before being crushed.   
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Employment

What kind of people worked near the Lachine Canal*?
Read this short text and fill in the blanks with the correct words.

Around 1905, a father who worked 60 hours per week in a factory earned about 8 dollars. A mother could also work in a ______________(1) for the same number of hours, but she only earned about 4 dollars per week. Do you think this was fair?
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This family lived in lodgings near the factory* and the ____________(2) Canal*. The rent was about 8 dollars per month. Families were big at this time; they had about 5 to 7 children each. There were a lot of people to feed and clothe! Parents needed help from their children in order to pay for all the things the family needed. At the beginning of the 20th century, boys and girls not much older than you could work in the factories*. They would then bring their salary back home to their parents. Boys who were 13 years or older and girls who were 14 years or older could work in the factories*. They earned about $1.50 for 60 hours of work per week. 

Do you think girls and boys who worked 60 hours per week in the factories* went to school like you do? Would you feel like going to school after a 10-hour workday?
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