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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre National Historic Sites of Canada (NHSsC)
State of the Sites Report provides a snapshot of the state of these sites as of 2009, reports
their achievements in meeting Parks Canada Agency’s performance expectations, reports
the results of the sites” efforts to maintain or improve the state of the site since the 2005 Fort
Walsh NHSC management plan, and identifies key issues facing the sites for consideration
in management planning.

Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre NHSsC are closely linked in their geography and
history. They are on the same Parks Canada-administered property in the historic and
scenic setting of the Battle Creek valley in the Cypress Hills of Saskatchewan.

First Nations and Métis communities having an association with Fort Walsh and Cypress
Hills Massacre NHSsC are situated across a broad area of Saskatchewan, Alberta and the
northern United States of America. Some of these communities have been involved with one
or the other national historic site, while others have yet to be engaged. These relationships
are discussed in Chapter 2 of the report.

The state of the sites is measured in terms of commemorative integrity (using indicators of
resource condition, effectiveness of communication and selected management practices),
visitor experience (using indicators of number of visits, learning, satisfaction, enjoyment and
meaning), and public appreciation and understanding (using indicators of appreciation and
understanding, and support). These indicators and their ratings are summarized in
Executive Summary Table ES1
and reported in Chapter 3. The
overall commemorative integrity
is rated as having minor
impairment (7 out of a scale of 10,
with fair condition ratings for all
three indicators). Visitor
experience and public
appreciation and understanding
are rated as trends (i.e., change
from one reporting period to
another). Because this is the first
State of the Sites Report for both
sites, most indicators for these
two aspects could not be
measured, with two exceptions.

Somewhat
Met - 10%

Visit numbers show an overall Figure ES1. Rating the Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills
trend of increasing annual Massacre NHSsC results in achieving the performance
attendance that is in contrast to expectations in the Parks Canada Agency Corporate Plan
many historic sites and 2004/05 - 2008/09.

attractions across Canada. Recent
partnering initiatives illustrate growing support in enhancing the sites’ facilitation of visitor
experiences.

With the implementation of the 2005 Fort Walsh NHSC management plan and other
initiatives, Parks Canada staff at these two national historic sites have contributed to the
Parks Canada Agency’s corporate expectations for the period of 2004/05 to 2008/09. Figure
ES1 indicates that these sites were successful for the most part in meeting the corporate
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expectations discussed in Chapter 4. The management plan outcomes contributing to the
state of the sites and the Agency’s performance expectations are presented in Chapter 5.

The State of the Sites Report concludes with Chapter 6 and the key issues to be considered in
management planning for both sites, based on the assessments in Chapters 3 through 5.
These issues relate to: commemorating the Cypress Hills Massacre; improving the wishing,
planning and travelling stages of facilitating visitor experiences; improving heritage
presentation at the visitor reception centre, in Aboriginal history and by innovative personal
and non-personal means; providing and marketing a range of recreational and learning
opportunities; and better understanding and protecting of the cultural landscape and other
cultural resources.

Because Cypress Hills Massacre was only recently designated a national historic site, no
site-specific tools and measures are in place for separately measuring its current state of
commemorative integrity, visitor experience and public education and outreach. Table ES1
is therefore a combined summary of the state for Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre
NHSsC.

Executive Summary Table ES1. The State of Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre
National Historic Sites of Canada.

ALE Summary of 5
INDICATOR | STATE RA_T[C_&N _ S y of state and work done over last 5 years to
maintain or improve that state
Commemorative Integrity (overall rating of 7 out of 10 -~ minor impairment)
Remount ranch buildings have been or are being repaired and
maintenance for their long term care introduced. Direction for the care of
Resource : . B :
s the archaeological objects collections is needed. Measures are being taken
Condition EERR . ey : =
to minimize the impact of rebuilding the 1967 representation of Farwell
trading post on its archaeological remains.
The strengths of the current heritage presentation program are seen at
Effectiveness the fort / Remount Ranch, where visitors receive combined elements of
of Commun- guided, self-guided and participatory activities. A number of challenges
ication remain in heritage presentation, including the development of a new
program at the Cypress Hills Massacre NHSC.
Salésie With the exception of landscape features, there is a good inventory and
evaluation of the sites” cultural resources and their heritage values. A
Management C ; :
i ommemorative Integrity Statement and management plan are needed
Practices .
for the Cypress Hills Massacre NHSC.
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Visitor Experience

f

Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre NHSsC have seen growth in

Visits annual visits, The sites” involvement with the Cypress Hills Destination
area may be a contributing factor.
Trend cannot be measured. Visitor surveys indicate visitors understand
Learning N/R | why Fort Walsh is a place of national historic significance. Cypress Hills
Masscare is currently without heritage presentation.
Trend cannot be measured. Nonetheless, the 2004 visitors surveys
: : indicate a high level of satisfaction with the service offer. Since 2008 there
Satisfaction N/R S i : . )
has been disatisfaction expressed with the reduced service at the Cypress
Hills Massacre and at the food and souvenir concession.
Enjoyment N/R Trend cannot be measured. Even so, the 2004 visitor survey indicates a
high degree of enjoyment by visitors.
Meaning N/R | Trend cannot be rated.
Public Appreciation and Understanding
Appreciation
and N/R | Trend cannot be measured
Understand- ‘ '
ing
There are partnerships that benefit marketing and promotion, engage
Support interested parties in the sites” commemoration and have helped to
enhance interpretation and visitor experience opportunities.
Legend:
Condition Trend
. ;—/ . N/R T P \l, N/R
Good Fair Poor Not rated | Improving Stable Declining | Not rated

+ / - the actual state is on the high or low borderline of the condition
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1. INTRODUCTION

This State of the Sites Report summarizes the state of Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre
National Historic Sites of Canada (NHSsC) as of 2009. The State of the Sites Report assesses
the sites’ commemorative integrity, facilitation of visitor experiences, and public
appreciation, understanding and engagement using specific indicators and measures.

It also assesses how these sites are contributing to the Parks Canada Agency’s strategic
outcome and performance expectations.

This is the first State of the Sites Report for both Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre
NHSsC and will serve as an important tool in their planning and management. It will also
serve as an important baseline reference for future reporting on changes and trends in site
state (condition) and performance indicators.

Fort Walsh and
Cypress Hills
Massacre NHSsC
comprise one of the
larger national
historic sites in
Canada (Figure 1).
Their 650 hectares in
the historical and
scenic setting of the
Battle Creek Valley
has evidence of
many human
activities and events
from more than 4000
years ago to the 20"

century.

These national
historic sites are a
part of the Cypress
Hills destination
area of places,
attractions and
services that offer
opportunities for

entertainment,
recreation,
relaxation, education
and inspiration. As
the top historical
attraction in this

Fort Waish KHSC
Cultural Resources
1. Fort Walsh NWMP Post (1875-1883) and
RCMP Remount Ranch (1942-1966)
2. General area of the Cypress Hills Massacre (1873) and
trading posts of Aba Farwell and Mosas Solomon
3. Fort Walsh town site (1876-1883)
4, Historic trails to Wood Mountain, Fort Benton,
Fort Battteford
5. General areas of Aboriginal encampments and
other features
6. Wood and Anderson Ranch House (1893- early
20th century)

Camsteries

7. NWMP cemetery

8. Civilian cemetery

Visitor Facllitfes and Services

A Site entrance

B. Visitor parking and picnic site

C. Visitor centre (exhibit, theatre, food services.
washrooms, lockouf)

H D. Guided tour, rest area and washrooms

E Picni¢ site

F. Pubtic transit

§| G Guided tous, washrooms

K H. Sell-guiding trail l\‘

Figure 1. The land base, cultural resources, facilities and services of Fort
Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre NHSsC. The Cypress Hills Massacre
NHSC is situated in the very southeast corner of the Parks Canada
property (map source: Parks Canada 2005b).

tourism area, Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre NHSsC play a significant role in
facilitating experiences for the many visitors that come to the Cypress Hills destination area.
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2.  ABORIGINAL CONNECTIONS WITH THE SITES

This chapter highlights the historical and contemporary Aboriginal connections associated
with Fort Walsh and Cypress Hills Massacre NHSsC, and the Aboriginal relationships that
have and are being formed as Parks Canada follows its course to improve the engagement
and involvement of Aboriginal peoples in the protection and presentation of protected
heritage places.

Evidence from an archaeological site near Elkwater, Alberta, points to an almost continuous
human occupation of the Cypress Hills for the past six to seven thousand years. The
Cypress Hills has been the crossroads for many Aboriginal peoples. Cree, Assiniboine, Gros
Ventres, Blood, Peigan, Blackfoot and others made use of the hills before the 1870s,
particularly in winters and harsh springs. First Nations and later Métis found shelter, fuel,
game, medicinal plants and lodge pole pine they could not find on the prairie. One account
from 1873 recorded 1500 lodges of First Peoples and 200 families of Métis in the hills.

The Cypress Hills is still an important place to many descendents of the people who used
this land in the past. Aboriginal communities having an association with the sites are
situated across a broad area of Saskatchewan, Alberta and the northern United States of
America. Some of these communities have been involved with one or the other site, while
others have yet to be engaged.

Carry the Kettle First Nation

The people of Carry the Kettle First Nation are
descendants of the Nakoda camp massacred in
the Cypress Hills on June 1, 1873. Carry the
Kettle was the proponent for the 2006 re-
designation of the Cypress Hills Massacre from
an event to a site of national historical
significance, to recognize it is a legacy place.
Since about 2000, Elders, councillors and
members have come to the site on the
anniversary of the massacre, to honour and
remember the spirits of their ancestors. Some Carry the Kettle Ceremony at Cypress
years ago, Carry the Kettle provided its own Hills Massacre NHSC, 2007 (N. Gagnon)
interpretive staff to work with Park Canada at

the massacre site. Parks Canada has consulted Carry the Kettle on aspects of interpreting the
massacre including, for example, protocols for sharing the names of the massacre victims
with the public and raising a tipi at the massacre site. Carry the Kettle has conducted a
number of overnight cultural camps at the national historic sites for its youth. The main
reserve of Carry the Kettle is near Sintaluta, east of Regina. It has treaty entitlement land
about 9.5 kilometres west of the sites” western boundary.

Little Pine First Nation

Little Pine First Nation made treaty at Fort Walsh in 1879 (adhesion to Treaty 6). In 2004,
Little Pine observed the 125™ anniversary of their treaty adhesion at Fort Walsh NHSC. The
event produced a number of products to tell their story on site, including a commemorative
panel in the Visitor Reception Centre featuring a copy of the original Treaty Adhesion
document, a history booklet and a video. Little Pine First Nation Reserve is northwest of
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