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Background

Parks Canada seeks to protect and present nationally significant examples of the
nation’s natural and cultural heritage. Fort Langley National Historic Site of Canada
(NHSC) was commemorated as a site of national historic significance by the His-
toric Sites and Monuments Board of Canada (HSMBC) in 1923 and has been open to
public visitors since 1931. The site’s designation relates to its role as an important
post of the Hudson’s Bay Company, its role in the export of salmon, cranberries,
and agricultural products, and its place as the site of the proclamation of the Colony
of British Columbia in 1858.  Though not explicitly stated by the Board in 1923, the
historical role of aboriginal peoples is integral to the commemoration.

In the 1950s, the federal and provincial governments collaborated on land acquisi-
tions and site reconstructions, enlarging the site to its present size of 8.4 hectares.
Following the approval of the 1995 management plan, several additional buildings
were added. Now, a Visitor Centre outside the walls, and ten structures inside
palisade walls provide services and interpretation for visitors. Two buildings pro-
vide maintenance and artifact storage functions, and one supports administrative
services.

Current annual visitation is around 60,000. The site is open 7 days a week from
March 1 to October 31, then closes on weekends and holidays from November
through February.  During these four winter months, the site continues to host
school and other groups, as well as a number of casual visitors.

Vision

Parks Canada’s vision for Fort Langley NHSC is to ensure that the heritage values
and resources for which Fort Langley NHSC was commemorated are maintained
and enhanced. To this end, programs and services strive to ensure that the nation-
ally significant resources on-site, and the historic objects and information stored in
other locations, are suitably protected and presented.  Parks Canada employees
seek to present the history of Fort Langley in an engaging and respectful manner
that captures the spirit and tells the stories of this important 19th century HBC fort.
Site services and programs provide a dynamic visitor experience. This ensures that
site visitors leave with a full appreciation for the significance of Fort Langley, aware
of the important roles the site played during its period of occupation as a centre of
fur, fisheries and agricultural trade, transportation and its role as a centre of British/
Canadian sovereignty.

Action

This plan sets out 32 specific actions which support the vision for the site, including
the following key actions:

• Monitor the condition of built resources regularly;

• Protect and present the landscape features of the site;

• Prepare an Archaeological Resource Description Analysis (ARDA) that
includes a record of all archaeological work;

• Present information from the site’s extensive collection of field notes, maps,
and photographs;
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• Prepare a maintenance and vegetation management strategy;

• Digitize catalogue records and images of curatorial and archaeological
collections to improve access to information for decision-making and
research;

• Refine the site’s heritage presentation plan, responding to new audience
needs and requirements;

• Develop a vegetation management strategy that balances needs to protect
the site’s natural resource values while maintaining important features of the
historic landscape;

• Review heritage presentation materials with local First Nations to ensure
accuracy.

Built on the success of previous plans, this management plan sets out a framework
for continued detailed planning and decision-making. It outlines new ways to
present the story of Fort Langley and recommends new approaches to archaeo-
logical and cultural resource inventory and monitoring. This plan seeks to enhance
the site’s reputation as a renowned heritage attraction.

The revised management plan for Fort Langley National Historic Site of Canada
establishes the long-range direction for the historic site, and has been prepared in
the context of Parks Canada’s current policy and program direction.  This plan
builds upon the 1995 management plan and has been developed to respond to the
site’s principal requirement to ensure commemorative integrity of this national
historic site, as well as addressing visitor use, enjoyment and education and opera-
tional needs.

Public involvement is the cornerstone of Parks Canada’s policy, planning and man-
agement practices. Fort Langley National Historic Site of Canada is very fortunate
to have benefited from a long-standing tradition of community involvement and
support in its endeavours, including the development of this plan.

The management plan was prepared by an interdisciplinary team composed of
Parks Canada staff from the Coastal British Columbia Field Unit and Western
Canada Service Centre, and included Bryan Jackson, Ann Corner, Mike Starr, Den-
nis Wasylenko, Manfred Bailey, Carolyn Boyer, Lyle Dick, Jack Porter, Alain Comeau,
Steve Oates, Wayne Bourque, Alice Gavin, Eugene Thomlinson, and Nicholas Irv-
ing. The contribution of concerned citizens and stakeholder groups in supporting
the team in this endeavour is greatly appreciated.
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