ECOZONES PROJECT
(Michele Reid — Durham District School Board)

Purpose: To examine, detail and produce a display about a particular ecozone in
Canada.

Curriculum Connections: _ For a complete list of curriculum connections, please
go to the Teacher Resource Centre Website at
www.pc.gc.ca/education.

Product: Students will work in pairs where each student will be equally responsible
for the final product. Each group will produce the following:

a) a detailed wall map (criteria listed below)
b) a written report (criteria listed below)
c) asummary sheet (criteria listed below)
Timeline:
Library Research *
Library Research *
Library Research *
Computer Room
Computer Room
*Note: The large wall map must be produced in the Library during the research days.

There will not be any opportunity to do it elsewhere.

Due Date: This project will be due . No other time will be given in
class other than the dates listed above. Work not completed in class time
will be considered homework.

Ecozone Choice:

My ecozone is:

My Partner is:

My Partner's home number is:

Updated July 2008



Evaluation: _Students will be evaluated based on group and individual components as
follows:

Group:

Knowledge/Understanding — Map Content 140

Thinking/Inquiry — Written/Map Portion /50
Communication — All items /30
Application — All items 140
Total Group Marks Available /160
Individual:
Knowledge/Understanding — Questions /30
Communication — Questions /10

Learning Skills — Teacher/Self and Peer Evaluations

Total Individual Marks Available 140

TOTAL PROJECT MARKS AVAILABLE /1200

*Note: Evaluation forms attached.



Criteria:
a) Map — must include the following:

- colourful map of your ecozone using proper map components (TODALS: title,
orientation, date, author, legend, source)

- major cities identified and labeled

- national parks identified and labeled

- major transportation systems identified and labeled

- climographs for any two major cities in your ecozone (paste on the border of the
map by the cities and use an arrow to connect them to the cities)

- two inset maps : one identifying where in Canada the ecozone is located, and
the other representing data (thematic) of your choice. e.g. soil types or
language groups or vegetation differences, etc. [choose one theme]

- two additional graphs e.g. resources, industry, recreation, cultural make-up, etc.

Also to be included in some manner on the map:

- description of the land, vegetation, soils, wildlife, industry, resources, cultures,
religions, languages, aboriginal groups, population
- pictures that are representative of your ecozone

b) Written Report — must include the following:

- the definition of an ecozone

- details why this area is a distinct ecozone

- details of one environmental issue that affects this ecozone

- predictions for growth and/or future trends in this area

- the processes responsible for the development of this ecozone (physical
processes)

- details of the land use in this area

c) Summary Sheet - should briefly describe the important information about your

ecosystem (max. 1 page).

ALL INFORMATION MUST BE TYPED (including the inform  ation that is pasted on
the map)



Sources of Reference:

» classroom textbook

» Canadian Atlas

Web sites: (these are only some of the available sites — you are expected to find more)
http://www.pc.gc.ca (Parks Canada)
http://www.ec.gc.ca/soer-ree/English/Framework/NarDesc (Environment Canada)

http://www.statcan.ca/english/kits/ecozol.htm (Statistics Canada)

http://www.atlas.gc.ca/site/english/maps/environment/ecology/framework/terrestrialecozones
(Natural Resources Canada)

Note: You must use at least 5 (five) sources of reference. At least one of those must
be a book. Make sure that you write down the bibliographic information including the
page number each time you find some information



Checklist

Use this checklist to make sure that you have all of the information required. Distribute the
work evenly between you and your partner, and check off the information once you have
found it. Before you hand it in, make sure you do a double check that everything is there.

Me

My
Partner

Criteria

Done

Final
Check

Colourful TODALS map of our ecozone on
large paper

Major cities labelled on map

National Parks labelled on map

Major transportation systems labelled on map

Two climographs on map

One inset map (choice of theme)

Second inset map (choice of theme)

One graph (choice of theme)

Second graph (choice of theme)

Description of land, vegetation, soils, wildlife on
map

Description of industry, resources, cultures,
religions on map

Description of languages, aboriginal groups,
population on map

Pictures from our ecozone

Definition of ecozone in written report

Details why this area is a distinct ecozone in
written report

Details of one environmental issue that affects
this ecozone in written report

Predictions for growth and/or future trends in
this area in written report

Description of the physical processes
responsible for the development of this area in
written report

Details of the land use in this area in written
report

Summary sheet

Everything typed

Spelling and grammar check completed before
report is printed

Bibliography

Self and peer evaluation completed
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Teacher Notes :

1. Students should be given examples of expectations via overhead or exemplars.

2. Use the ecozones map from Making Connections to make an overhead for the base
maps. Students can place Bristol board on the wall and trace the base map from the
overhead. Make sure there is enough room left to add materials around the perimeter of
the map.

3. Some generalizations will need to be made to find information. Some of the material is
not identified in terms of ecozones.



